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SUBJECT: CRITICISM OF THE SOVIET UNION 

TWO PROMINENT LEFT-WING UNION OFFICIALS HAVE PUBLICLY 
EXPRESSED DOUBTS ABOUT THE QUALITY OF LIFE THAT EXISTS 
IN THE SOVIET UNION. 

VICTORIAN UNION OFFICIAL, BILL HARTLEY, A LEADING LIGHT 
IN THE SOCIALIST LEFT FACTION OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY OF VICTORIA EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS ABOUT LIFE 
IN THE SOVIET UNION ON A NATIONAL ABC RADIO INTERVIEW. 

HARTLEY IS ALSO WELL-KNOWN FOR HIS SYMPATHETIC POSITION 
FOR THE PALESTINIAN LIBERATION ORGANIZATION. 

IN SYDNEY, MR. JOHN HALFPENNY THE MOST PROMINENT MEMBER OF 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN AUSTRALIA AND VICTORIAN 
SECRETARY OF THE AMALGAMATED METAL WORKERS AND 
SHIPWRIGHTS' UNION TOLD THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD (8/8/78) 

HOW HE AND HIS WIFE WERE HELD BY CUSTOMS OFFICIALS FOR TWO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HOURS DURING A RECENT VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION. HALFPENNY SAID 
THAT THE OFFICIALS CONFISCATED SOME DOCUMENTS FROM HIM AND WAS 
INTERROGATED THREE TIMES AT MOSCOW AIRPORT BY 
OFFICALS, ONE OF WHOM HE BELIEVED TO BE A KGB OFFICER. 

HALFPENNY EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD MET WITH SOME 
DISSIDENTS DURING THE COURSE OF HIS VISIT TO THE SOVIET 
UNION BUT INDICATED THAT ' THERE WAS SOME EVIDENCE THAT 
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THE DISSIDENTS SCHARANSKY AND GINSBERG HAD 
BROKEN RUSSIAN LAW". HALFPENNY QUESTIONED WHETHER 
THEIR ACTIONS HAD WARRANTED SUCH SEVERE TREATMENT 
AND SENTENCES. ENDUSINFO 
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